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FOLLOWING ARE REPLIES TO QUESTIONS 5B AND 5D.‘ 

5B. WHAT ALTERNATIVE MILITARY STRATEGIES COULD YOU 
ADOPT WITH PROGRAM 5 FORCES, PLUS THE 6 ADDITIONAL BATTALIONS 
RECENTLY DEPLOYED, WHICH WOULD DEFEND ADEQUATELY THE 
ESSENTIAL AREAS AND POPULATION OF SOUTH VIETNAM? 

* r 

cn IN VIEW OF THE CURRENT ENEMY THREAT IT IS MOT FEASIBLE 

TO DECREASE FORCES IN I CORPS. THEREFORE THOSE ADDITIONAL 

UNITS WHICH HAVE ALREADY BEEN INTRODUCED TO REINFORCE THE 

MARINE DEPLOYMENTS THERE MUST REMAIN UNTIL THE THREAT IS 

REDUCED. UNDER THIS OPTION THERE WOULD BE LITTLE CHANGE IN' 

THE IMMEDIATE STRATEGY FOR NORTHERN I CORPS SINCE IT IS 

PLANNED TO FIGHT THE COUNTER- OFFENSIVE THERE WITH FORCES 
% 

NOW PRESENT. HOWEVER, FOLLOWING THAT PHASE IT WAS P LANNED ' 

TO SHIFT THE OFFENSIVE SWEEP GRADUALLY TO THE SOUTH INTO 
SOUTHERN I CORPS, NORTHERN AND COASTAL II CORPS AND EVENTUALLY 
INTO III CORPS. THERE WILL BE INSUFFICIENT FORCES AVAILABLE TO 
•CUNT SUCn A GENERAL OFFENSIVE WITHOUT THE ADD- ON FORCES. 

UDER THE ADDITIVE REQUIREMENT CONCEPT IT WAS ENVISAGED THAT 
V I CT2. WOULD BE REINFORCED WITH 1 2/3 DIVISIONS (THE 5TH MECH 
-ilV AMD THE 5TH MARINE DIV MINUS ONE REGIMENT). EXPLOITATION 
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ORCESj (COUNTRYWIDE, BEGINNING' IN I CORPS) WERE- TO- BE THE 101ST 
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.^airborne division AND THE 1ST air cav division, the alternative 

=?£• • -v*;' . - • - . - •;• • -* . 

£' STRATEGY FOR I CORPS WOULD BE TO LEAVE THE 101ST AIRBORNE DIVISON 
^V(WITH 3D BDE, 82D ABN DIV ATTACHED TO REPLACE ONE BRIGADE OF THE 
10 1ST REMAINING IN III CTZ) PLUS THE 27TH RLT, OR ONLY 1 1/3 

t ' - # ‘ 

♦ » 

DIVISIONS IN I CORPS. THIS THEN WOULD REDUCE THE COUNTRYWIDE 
... EXPLOITATION FORCE BY ONE DIVISION. (2) IN II CTZ, ALREADY 

4> ‘ ■ 

AN ECONOMY OF FORCE AREA, THERE WOULD BE NO CHANGE IN THE 
C' CURRENT FORCE DEPLOYMENT, SINCE THE DESIRED ARMORED 

- ft 

CAVALRY REGIMENT WOULD NOT BE AVAILABLE TO PROVIDE NEEDED 
FLEXIBILITY. THE SCOPE AND TEMPO OF OUR OFFENSIVE ACTION 

♦ ■ 

UNDOUBTEDLY WOULD BE REDUCED, PARTICULARLY I'F ENEMY IN- 
@CURSIONS ACROSS THE LAOS- CAMBODIA. BORDER WERE TO INCREASE 

IN FREQUENCY AND NUMBER, THUS, ll CORPS WOULD CONTINUE ’AS 

•» 

C AN ECONOMY OF FORCE AREA. :3) IN III CTZ, WITH PERMANENT 

* 

• REMOVAL OF THE 101ST AIRBORNE DIVISON (MINUS 1 BDE) TO I CORPS AMD 

J* ' * . \ 

V. 

. THE EyER-I NC REASI N G COMMITMENT OF THE 9TH INF DIV TO OPERATIONS 
C IN IV CTZ, THIS CORPS ALSO WOULD BECOME AN ECONOMY OF FORCE 
: AREA. THE FREQUENCY AND INTENSITY OF OFFENSIVE THRUSTS INTO 

G 

; ENEMY REDOUBTS AND CONTESTED AREAS WOULD DIMINISH FOR LACK 

C 0F : Necessary forces. ■ u) we would continue to deploy elements 

OF THE 9TH INF DIV TO IV CORPS WHEN WEATHER AND THE TACTICAL 

l * 

situation so dictated, although advantage of tactical 

OPPORTUNITY UNDOUBTEDLY WOULD BE TAKEN LESS FREQUENTLY, 




THUS SLOWING PROGRESS. (5) OVERALL, REDUCTION OF THE 


. EXPLOITATION FORCE TO ONE DIVISON (1ST AIR CAV) AND TRANS- 
FORMATION OF THE in CORPS INTO AN ECONOMY OF FORCE AREA 
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:- WOULD KEAN LESS TACTICAL AND STAIEGIC FLEXIBILITY, LESS ' :, 
. PACIFICAmu PKOGRESS FOR SECURITY REASONS, FiORE RISK OF THE 

B®iY AGAIN SEIZING THE INITIATIVE BY COMMITTING NEW FORMATIONS 
^WtffiMK AREA AND THUS PINNING DOWN OUR SMALL EXPLOITATION 
FORCE TO THAT AREA. WE WOULD BE ABLE TO STRIKE A LESSER ' ! 
S'lWBER OF ENEMY CONCENTRATIONS AND BASE AREAS AT ONE 



time 


OR OVER A GIVEN PERIOD 0? TIME. THE END RESULT WOULD BE THAT 
.THE WAR WOULD BE LENGTHENED. 

5D. IS IT FEASIBLE AND DESIRABLE TO LEAVE THE CLEARING 
'At® DEFENSE OF THE DELTA ENTIRELY TO THE VIETNAMESE? 

EMPLOYMENT OF THE US 9TH INFANTRY DIVISION IN MOBILE 
WVERINE OPERATIONS IN THE MEKONG DELTA IS ESSENTIAL TO BREAK 

^ HEAR STALEMATE «“<* HAS. EXISTED FOR SOME TIME IN THAT AREA. 
FURTHER THE APPARENT RETROGRESSION IN CERTAIN PACIFIED 
AREAS WHICH HAS TAKEN PLACE RECENTLY. AS A RESULT OF THE 
ENEMY TET OFFENSIVE MUST BE OVERCOME. SOME ARVN AND 
EF/PI UNITS NAVE WITHDRAWN TO THE CITIES AND TO CENTRAL 
BASE AREAS. THESE FORCES MUST BE REDEPLOYED TO RESTORE 
SE.UR.1Y AND TO RE-ESTABLiSH GVN PRESENCE IN OUTLYING AREAS, 

THE FIRST TASK, HOWEVER, IS TO CLEAR ENEMY FORCES FROM AROUND 
a HESJ THEN A GENERAL OFFENSIVE TO CLEAR OUT VC BASE AREAS 
A-'® BLOCK INFILTRATION AND SUPPLY ROUTES FROM CAMBODIA 

TO PROVIDE ESSENTIAL SECURITY FOR DELTA LOC AND POPULATION 

CENTERS IS NEEDED. WITHOUT HELP IT IS DOUBTFUL THAT ARVN AND 
UNITS IN THE DELTA CAM RESTORE SECURITY TO THE DEGREE' 
EXISTED PRIOR TO THE TET OFFENSIVE WITHIN AN ACCEPTABLE 
TI..i ,?.AKt. IF ENEMY FORCES AND POLITICAL CADRE ARE PERMITTED 
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jIKBOCTRXiJATION, PROPOGANpf 

^^© COERCION ACTIVITIES WOULD DAMAGE PACIFICATION PROGRESS 
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: GREATLY, PERHAPS TO AN EXTENT MEASURED IN YEARS RATHER THAN 
•MONTHS. THEREFORE, WHILE IT MAY NOT BE NECESSARY OR DESIRABLE 

V’ ■■■ '" , \ . _ 

ALL C0MBAT ELEMENTS OF THE PTH US INFANTRY DIVISION 
^ "THE DELTA ^T .ALL TIMES, ADDITIONAL US FORCES UNDOUBTEDLY 
3UILL BE REQUIRED ON A MISSION BASIS TO ASSIST £^3" IN 
■ESTABLISHING AND EINTAINING THE NECESSARY OFFENSIVE MOMENTUM 
TO EVICT THE VC FROM THE AREAS CONTIGUOUS TO CITIES: TO DISRUPT 
ENEMY SUPPLY AND INFILTRATION ROUTES: TO ELIMINATE PERSISTENT 
THREATS TO LOC AND CITY SECURITY; AND TO ELIMINATE LARGE 
VC BASE OR STAGING AREAS WKCIK ARE BEYOND THE MOBILITY, 

. FI RP ONER AND TACTICAL DEPLOYMENT CAPABILITIES OF ARVN. 


^KE VIETNAMESE SHOULD CLEARLY RETAIN PRIMACY IN DELTA 
COMBAT AND SECURITY OPERATIONS, BUT THEY ARE NOT NOW CAPABLE 
OF GOING IT ALONE WITHOUT SERIOUS DANGER OF OVERALL REGRESSION 
■IN THE SECURITY OF THAT VITAL AREA. OUR FREQUENT PRESENCE 

• * 

• IN THE DE LTA IN DIVISION STRENGTH CAN MAKE THE DIFFERENCE. 
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